\u3ci\u3eBilbo\u27s Journey\u3c/i\u3e by Christopher, J. R.
Volume 8 
Number 4 Article 9 
12-15-1982 
Bilbo's Journey 
J. R. Christopher 
Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore 
 Part of the Children's and Young Adult Literature Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Christopher, J. R. (1982) "Bilbo's Journey," Mythlore: A Journal of J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles 
Williams, and Mythopoeic Literature: Vol. 8 : No. 4 , Article 9. 
Available at: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol8/iss4/9 
This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by 
the Mythopoeic Society at SWOSU Digital Commons. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Mythlore: A Journal of 
J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles Williams, and 
Mythopoeic Literature by an authorized editor of SWOSU 
Digital Commons. An ADA compliant document is 
available upon request. For more information, please 
contact phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu. 
To join the Mythopoeic Society go to: 
http://www.mythsoc.org/join.htm 
Mythcon 51: The Mythic, the Fantastic, and the Alien 
Albuquerque, New Mexico • Postponed to: July 30 – August 2, 2021 
This poetry is available in Mythlore: A Journal of J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles Williams, and Mythopoeic 
Literature: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol8/iss4/9 
Bilbo's Journey
F o r C ly d e S . K ilb y , C u ra to r  E m e rilu s
H as B ilb o  l e f t  th e  H ouse o f  E lro n d ?
Y es, th o u g h  h is  m a n u s c rip ts  h av e  s ta y e d  b e h in d — 
th o s e  t a l e s  h e 'd  so m etim es make and  so m etim es f in d  
a r e  w rap p ed  and  s to r e d  in  a  c h e s t w ith  c e d a r  l i n e d .
H as B ilb o  l e f t  th e  H ouse o f  E lro n d ?
The l e t t e r s  h e 'd  c o l l e c te d , a u th o r - s ig n e d ; 
th e  so n g s o f  a g e s  gone w ith  m ythos tw in e d —  
a l l  th e s e , a l l  th e s e , h e  c h o se  to  le a v e  b e h in d .
H as B ilb o  l e f t  th e  H ouse o f  E lro n d ?
The g r e a t Red Book o f  W estm arch , w hich  show s h i s  m ind 
an d  t e l l s  o f  h is  a d v e n tu re s , h a s  s ta y e d  b e h in d —  
to  th o s e  s t i l l  th e r e ,  i t s  f i n i s h i n g 's  b een  r e s ig n e d .
H as B ilb o  l e f t  th e  H ouse o f  E lro n d ?
U nto a  new a d v e n tu re  h e 's  in c l in e d — 
b u t s lo w ly , s lo w ly , on h i s  way h e 'l l  w ind 
b e n e a th  th e  t a l l  oak  t r e e s  w ith  iv y  v in e d .
So B i lb o 's  l e f t  th e  H ouse o f  E lro n d — 
to  lo o k  a t  t r e e s  an d  make new» s o n g s , to  b in d  
h i s  h e a r t  to  c lo u d s  a n d  c h a n g in g  se a so n s  s h r in e d  
in  M id d le -e a r th , f i r s t  home o f  a l l  h is  k in d .
Y es, B ilb o 's  l e f t  th e  H ouse o f  E lro n d ,
a n d  s l o w l y  w e n d s  t o  t h e  G r e y  H a v e n s  b r i n e d ,
th e  W hite S h ip , f i t  to  le a v e  th e  w o rld  b e h in d , 
and  ah ! th e  lo n g  G re a t S e a , f o r  w h ich  h e 's  p in e d .
- - J .  R .  C h r i s t o p h e r
